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Honkeytonk for Hope
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 The Times is a monthly newsletter mailed to all Bridgeland residents. Each newsletter 
is filled with valuable information about the community, local area activities, school 
information and more.
 If you are involved with a school group, play group, scouts, sports activity, social group, 
etc. and would like to submit an article for the newsletter you can do so online at www.
PEELinc.com or you can email it bridgeland@peelinc.com. Personal news for the Stork 
Report, Teenage Job Seekers, special celebrations, birthday announcements and military 
service are also welcome.Our goal is to keep you informed!
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THE TIMESTHE BRIDGELAND VETS 
2021 TURKEY GIVE AWAY

On November 19, 2021, 
The Bridgeland Community 
Supports Veterans, Inc.  
gave away about f i fty 
turkeys to veterans living 
in Bridgeland who signed 
up for a free turkey. We 
want our veterans to know 
that we are always thankful 
for their service and will 
remember their sacrifice. 
We had unexpectedly two 
Bridgeland teenage boys 
on bikes offer funds and 
one lady in line at Costco 
gave us $20 to buy more 
turkeys. Many thanks to 
our local Costco on Hwy 
290 for their monetary 

donation towards the purchase of the turkeys.  A huge thank you to 
the Bridgeland community for their donations and support of the 
Bridgeland Fun Run/Walk for Heroes 2021, which funds are used to 
support our veteran activities. 

Please give a big welcome to our newest Board Members Hugh 
Konigsmark, Mike Houghton, and Keith Nystrom who serve with 
our other directors Chairman Bob Thomas, Kay Burkhalter, Emilio 
Rodriguez, and Walt Bohn.

bottom row left to right is Emilio Rodriguez, Kay Burkhalter, Walt Bohn, second row left to right 
Hugh Konigsmark, Mike Houghton, Bob Thomas and Keith Nystrom

 BRIDGELAND WELCOMES 
NEW BOARD MEMBERS

Many thanks to those residents and friends who bought hardy 
Fortune Daffodil Bulbs in the fall of 2021.  We sold all the bulbs 
needed to pay for the purchase of about 2,700 daffodil bulbs recently 
planted in parks in Lakeland & Parkland Village.  Many thanks 
to The Spencer Company who planted all the bulbs for free. The 
Daffodil symbolizes rebirth and new beginnings because it is one of 
the first to bloom after winter frost. Look for its yellow petals and 
golden center cup in late February or early March.

Bridgeland Garden Club’s Fortune 
Daffodil Bulb Sale a Success
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Long Way Home Texas was fortunate enough to present Honkytonk 
for Hope, benefitting pediatric transplant patients, to the Cypress 
community on November 13th, 2021. When we started this endeavor, 
we were just a group of knuckleheads with a crazy idea, wanting to 
give back.

We had no idea how much our lives would be impacted. The generosity 
of Cypress, local businesses, and Texas artists from all over was simply 
amazing.

On a beautiful Saturday afternoon, we raised $42,000 to assist the 
families of these children with our first event.

We chose as our benefactor of the event the Children’s Transplant 
Initiative, a local 501c3 charity that works directly with these families. 
Founders Ross and Cheryl Witty are some of the most amazing human 
beings who enabled us to cut out the middleman and assist these families 
directly.

What most people don’t know, is that, depending on the organ, as 
of 2017 the average transplant costs $932,337.00 in medical expenses 
alone. For a significant portion of the actual medical expenses, there are 
mechanisms and organizations to provide relief.

The immediately crippling expenses no one thinks of are the ancillary 
costs. Temporary housing, food, parking, insurance premiums, and 
assistance with lost wages because of a parents need to be with their 
child in those teetering moments between death, and the hope for life.

Our organization is named after a song by local artist, Hayes Carll. 
The lyrics that capture my heart, and exemplified by these children like 
Oliver, go as follows:

“You weren't askin' much at all,
Just catch you when you fall.
On your own, the long way home
What's that sadness in your smile
You've been cryin' all the while
Could you lean upon my shoulder
I guess you'd die to just get older”

My most heartfelt gratitude goes out to our host, The Barn at the Frio 
Grill, our very generous sponsors, the dozens of volunteers who selflessly 
gave of themselves to help us, the artists from all over our beautiful state 
who came performed, Scott Hall of LEL Photography, and the hundreds 
of Cypress citizens who came out and supported us.

I’m just a simple kid who grew up in the area and loves Cypress and 
its people. Once again, proving that Texans are always there in a time 
of need, Cypress did not fail to deliver. From the bottom of my heart, 
thank you.

If you would like to know more, get involved, or would like more 
event info, please visit our website at www.lwhtexas.com.

In most humble gratitude, 
Michael Broussard 
President – Long Way Home Texas
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After a tragic 8 months in which we lost my stepfather, father, and 

sister, our family began a journey that would change our lives. We 
adopted my sister’s son, full well knowing he had Alagille Syndrome. 
We weren’t sure if he would survive but he has shown that not only 
is he a fighter and survivor, he’s also the light of our lives.

Thankfully, another family made the hardest decision to donate 
organs and Oliver got his new liver in March of 2019. He was given 
another chance to lead a full and happy life, with some additional 
requirements. Oliver takes many different medications daily to ensure 
his body doesn’t reject the new liver and to make sure his other organs 
aren’t being adversely affected by the Alagille Syndrome. He has a 
specialist for every organ in his body and has ongoing appointments 
with them regularly.

Oliver has occupational, physical, and speech therapy often. Home 
health nurses are with him around the clock to ensure he is receiving 
the very best care. Oliver has had multiple heart surgeries since the 
liver transplant and he will require more surgeries in the future.

All of these medical interventions are necessary to ensure he stays 
healthy but they have also had other impacts on everyone in the 
family. We went from being a family of 4 to a family of 5 overnight. 
I had to quit my job to be with Oliver since he was in the hospital 
for the first nine months we had him. He requires so much care that 
it is impossible for me to work outside the home.

Having strangers in our home to help with him all the time has 
also been an adjustment for all of us. My older boys have had to 
deal with Oliver taking much of their parents’ attention - and they 
have handled it with grace and huge love for their new little brother.

Fortunately, we have been able to meet some fantastic people along 
the way who have made this process a bit less stressful. When Oliver 
first came into our lives, we started a Facebook page for him so our 
family and friends could keep up with the daily changes to his health. 
We received such an outpouring of support and encouragement from 
the people on this page. Oliver became locally famous this way and 
to date the page has over 800 followers!

While we were at Texas Children’s Hospital, we met the people 
with The Children’s Transplant Initiative. They have a mission to 
empower, inspire, and give hope to children and their families who are 
involved in the transplant process. They provide spiritual, emotional, 
and financial support to families at the Texas Medical Center. They 
were, and are, a huge help to my family.

More recently, we were blessed to be a part of Long Way Home 
Texas, a charitable organization benefitting transplant recipients 
in the Houston area. They recently began to host events in which 
all profits are utilized to help families pay for ancillary costs not 
covered by insurance. These costs include food, short-term lodging, 
parking and other expenses incurred due to catastrophic medical 
issues. This past November, we were blessed to have been a part of 
their Honkytonk For Hope event where 14 local (and not so local) 
musicians performed. At the event, merchandise was sold, money 
was raised through auctions and donations, and a wonderful time 
was had by all. The event raised over $40,000!

It is through foundations such as Long Way Home Texas, as well 
as donations from individuals to our PayPal and Venmo accounts, 
that make it possible for us to continue to support Oliver. We thank 
God every day for the generosity of strangers and the care and love 
we receive from our family and friends. We are excited to see what 
the future holds!
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TRAVELING SENIORS OF CYPRESS
Day Trips
January 12: Trip to Huntsville, Texas Explore the Prison Museum, 

lunch at the Farmhouse Restaurant, visit Sam Houston Memorial 
Museum. $15.00. Bus leaves Fairfield Baptist Church 7:30 am.

February 15: Trip to Waco, Texas. Tour The Dr. Pepper Museum 
Enjoy lunch at Buzzard Billy’s and then on to The Texas Ranger Hall 
of Fame and Museum. Our last stop will be Herriage Farms $15.00. 
Bus leaves F B C 7:30 am.

March 15: Travel to Gruene, Texas Wear your green to Gruene. 
Ramble around historic Gruene. Have lunch at the Gristmill 
Restaurant, and explore Gruene Hall

is the oldest continually operating dance hall in Texas. Take in the 
Winery on the Gruene and all the interesting shops in the infamous 
General Store, where you'll find everything from key chains and 
postcards to cowboy hats. Free. Leave FBC at 7:30

Extended Excursions
Spring and Fall of 2022: We are in the process of creating two 

extended excursions which we will highlight in either February or 
March. As tour coordinators for Traveling Seniors of Cypress, we 
believe that traveling with like-minded friends is more than just about 
getting away; it is about creating life-long friendships, exploring new 
vistas, and sharing experiences. We plan trips that match your interests, 
include must-see sites, and offer authentic local experiences—All in a 
safe, affordable environment.

Second and Fourth Thursday: Cards with Karen Cervenka:
5 Crowns/ Mexican Train, Lakeside Trails Clubhouse 1:00 to 4:00.
Second and Fourth Friday: Hand and Foot with Jim and Shirley, 

Lakeside Trails Clubhouse 1:00 to 4:00.
Wednesday Breakfast, The Toasted Yolk: Between 8:30 and 9:00.
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EXCEL URGENT CARE 

HAS MOVED
By Jackie Devine

 Excel Urgent Care has moved from Cypress Towne Center to 
25402 Northwest Freeway at Skinner Road—next to Pluckers and 
Exclusive Furniture—across from Cypress Metro Park and Ride.

For 15 years, Excel Urgent Care has provided the Cypress 
community with convenient, compassionate, quality medical care. 
Now they are proud to offer you the next generation in high-tech, 
on-demand healthcare services. Their modern new location includes 
a larger and more welcoming reception area and additional state-of-
the-art equipment, services, diagnostics, and technology, including 
the latest digital X-ray equipment and the most current lab-testing 
capabilities. Equally important, patients will continue to receive the 
full array of services they've come to expect, along with the same 
competent staff they've come to know and trust.

Currently, "urgent care," which includes non-life-threatening 
injuries and illnesses, comprises approximately 60 percent of 
their services. On a daily basis, they treat patients seeking help for 
COVID-19 and other types of upper respiratory infections, sinus 
or ear infections, urinary tract infections, chest pain, stomachaches, 
anxiety, and sexually transmitted diseases. The remaining 40 
percent of their services are considered occupational medicine, 
which encompasses treating work-related injuries, administering 
pre-employment physicals, and drug and alcohol testing/screening, 
including urine, blood, and hair tests. They proudly serve employers 
like H-E-B and Walmart, the Department of Transportation (DOT), 
and smaller local businesses.

The office staff and all their healthcare providers have considerable 
urgent care, ER, and family practice expertise. The director, Dr. 
Christopher Ogunro, has more than 24 years of ER and urgent care 
experience. Dr. Jorge Valencia is a family practitioner with more than 
15 years of critical care and ER experience. Dr. Aimee Nwokeji is a 
family practitioner with more than 10 years of urgent care experience. 
Nurse Practitioners Dian Hughes, Marissa Pangan, and Amy Mann 
have extensive ER and hospital-based backgrounds.

 All patients receive personalized care. Follow-up calls are made to 
sicker patients, as well as ER patients, to ensure they are responding 
favorably to treatment.

Excel Urgent Care accepts all major healthcare insurance and 
offers reasonable rates for patients without insurance. For more 
information, visit ExcelUrgentCare.info or call 281.304.1100.
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Bridgeland Football Team Advances 

to Class 6A Regional Final
Submitted by Angel H. Verdejo, CFISD Communication

The Bridgeland High School football team won its regional semifinal 
round postseason game and advanced to the regional final for the first time 
in program history.

In the Class 6A Division II playoff bracket, Bridgeland defeated Cedar 
Hill, 32-18, on Nov. 27 at Waco ISD Stadium. The Bears advance to the 
Region II final round where they faced Tomball on Saturday, Dec. 4 at 
Tomball ISD Stadium (20235 Cypress Rosehill Road). Bridgeland was 
designated as the visiting team.

The Bridgeland football team played its first varsity season in 2018. The 
Bears have advanced to the playoffs the last three seasons, including 2020’s 
appearance in the Region II semifinals.

“Our community is absolutely amazing,” Bridgeland Head Coach David 
Raffield said following the win. “The community of Bridgeland High 
School and the things they do for us—from the turkey legs on Thursday 
to the sendoff on Saturday—are unbelievable. They’re the reason we’re able 
to be successful.”

Bridgeland is the fifth CFISD football team to reach the regional finals 
since 2016, with the Bears following Cypress Ridge (2016), Cy-Fair (2017 
and 2018), Langham Creek (2017) and Cypress Creek (2018 and 2019) 
high schools.

Bridgeland HS Football Team
Named H-Town Sports Team of the Week

The Bridgeland High School football team won the Allegiance Bank 
Team of the Week, an award presented by H-Town High School Sports 
and Allegiance Bank.

Todd Freed, H-Town High School Sports host, and Allegiance Bank 
representative Kristen Ginsburg visited the team during practice on Dec. 1 
and presented the Bears with a plaque. The Bears advanced to the Region 
II final of the UIL Class 6A playoffs after defeating Cedar Hill, 32-18, on 
Nov. 27.

 Bridgeland Head Coach David Raffield accepted the plaque on behalf 
of the team.

“This is so exciting for these kids the opportunity to go to the fourth 
round,” Raffield said. “It will be a sellout crowd. What an amazing 
experience. It will be a memory they will never forget.”

Bridgeland will face Tomball on Saturday, Dec. 4 at 2 p.m. at Tomball 
ISD Stadium (20235 Cypress Rosehill Road).

District 16-6A coaches selected the All-District 16-6A cross country team 
following the conclusion of each team’s 2021 season.

On the girls’ side, Bridgeland High School freshman Lily Fawcett was 
named Newcomer of the Year. Bridgeland Head Coach Tom Kennedy was 
voted Coach of the Year.

On the boys’ side, Cypress Ranch High School sophomore Carlo 
Carabali-Concha was named Newcomer of the Year. Cypress Lakes High 
School Head Coach Franklin Cartagena was voted Coach of the Year.

District 17-6A does not name an all-district team per the league’s current 
district policies.

The following CFISD runners were named to the All-District 16-6A 
First and Second girls’ teams:

Girls’ First Team All-District 16-6A

Girls' Second Team All-District 16-6A

Emily Ellis
Cassidy Graham
Allison Millan
Sofia Barreda

Emma Elsbury
Macie Gunn

Madeleine Wilson

Bridgeland 
Bridgeland 
Bridgeland

Langham Creek
Cypress Ranch

Bridgeland 
Bridgeland

Name School

Name School

Rainey Johnson
Anna Demeritt
Ariane Williams

Savanah Esterline
Elisa Grillo

Brooke Hensley
Hailey Perez

Hewan Abunei

Cypress Woods 
Cypress Ranch
Cypress Woods 
Cypress Woods

Bridgeland
Bridgeland

Langham Creek
Cypress Woods

All-District Cross Country 1: Bridgeland High School senior Allison Millan was 
among five Bears named to the All-District 16-6A cross country girls’ team.

Lily Fawcett Newcomer of the Year
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DISCLAIMER: Articles and ads in this newsletter express the opinions of their authors and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of Peel, Inc. or its employees. Peel, Inc. is not responsible for 
the accuracy of any facts stated in articles submitted by others. The publisher also assumes no 
responsibility for the advertising content with this publication. All warranties and representations 
made in the advertising content are solely that of the advertiser and any such claims regarding its 
content should be taken up with the advertiser.
* The publisher assumes no liability with regard to its advertisers for misprints or failure to place 
advertising in this publication except for the actual cost of such advertising.
* Although every effort is taken to avoid mistakes and/or misprints, the publisher assumes no 
responsibility for any errors of information or typographical mistakes, except as limited to the cost 
of advertising as stated above or in the case of misinformation, a printed retraction/correction.
* Under no circumstances shall the publisher be held liable for incidental or consequential damages, 
inconvenience, loss of business or services, or any other liabilities from failure to publish, or from 
failure to publish in a timely manner, except as limited to liabilities stated above.

The Times is a private publication published by Peel, Inc. It is not sanctioned by any homeowners 
association or organization, nor is it subject to the approval of any homeowners association or 
organization, nor is it intended, nor implied to replace any publication that may be published by 
or on behalf of any homeowners association or organization. At no time will any source be allowed 
to use The Times contents, or loan said contents, to others in anyway, shape or form, nor in any 
media, website, print, film, e-mail, electrostatic copy, fax, or etc. for the purpose of solicitation, 
commercial use, or any use for profit, political campaigns, or other self amplification, under penalty 
of law without written or expressed permission from Peel, Inc. The information in the newsletter 
is exclusively for the private use of Peel, Inc. The Times is an independent publication serving the 
Bridgeland® community. Bridgeland is a registered trademark of Bridgeland Development , L.P.
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